THE   VISVA-BHARATI QUARTERLY
showed us that the ancient rule measures greatness by ser-
vice is still the only valid one,
Few even of those who most questioned Gandhi's political
activities were able to resist his appeal at this point: There
is something in his self-identification with the child-widow
and the outcaste which provides a better commentary on
the Gospels than all the books that have yet been written.
The parable of the Good Samaritan takes on a new meaning
when read in the light of his constant effort to break down
communal barriers. His readiness to fast unto death was
strange judged by our Western standards, and there were
those who saw in it a more than usually subtle method of
exerting pressure on one's political opponents. But Gandhi
did not think of it in this way, it was the natural outcome
of a love which yearned over men and which was willing
to suffer itself while incapable of inflicting suffering upon
others. Last of all, his death enrols him with the martyr-
spirits of all time. He fell a victim to the very mistrust and
fear he spent his life in combating, and if his death proves
more "potent than even his life was, that justifies us still
more in seeing in him a God-sent illustration of the Gross.
4, The writer of this essay is a Christian and Gandhi
was not. Influenced though he was by the N. T. and the
personality of Jesus, Hinduism was his spiritual home to
the end. We who are Christian^ must accept that and not
allow it to detract from our admiration for him, For he
showed us the essential unity of the religious spirit which
underlies the most diverse forms of religious expression.
This does not mean that there is some common essence
which can be distilled out of all religions and that Gandhi
represented this. He was of the Hindu tradition and as
such he accepted positions which we who are Christians are
bound to reject. What we see in him is that worship of
God in spirit and truth, that pure and utter devotion of the
human spirit to what is of eternal worth which we would
fain reproduce in ourselves. Christendom is rebuked by
the fact that God spoke to us in our day by one who